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COGNITIVE INTER-CELL INTERFERENCE
CONTROL METHOD AND APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(a) of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2010-0056119, filed
on Jun. 14, 2010, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to a method and appara-
tus for controlling interference in a multi-cell communication
system.

2. Description of Related Art

Inter-cell interference that may occur in a cellular system
may decrease a wireless data transmission rate within the
system. For example, inter-cell interference may occur
between cells that use the same frequency, and various inter-
ference conditions may occur as various cell structures are
formed. As a result, a cellular system may determine a fre-
quency reuse rate as ‘1° due to a lack of a frequency resource.
Therefore, increasing the transmission speed under the inter-
ference condition is important.

Inter-layer cell interference may occur in small cells, for
example, a picocell and a femtocell, which are hierarchically
established in a macrocell. Accordingly, there is a desire to
reduce or control interference in multi-cell communication
systems.

SUMMARY

In one general aspect, there is provided a communication
method for a target base station in a target cell in a multi-cell
communication system including the target cell and a neigh-
bor cell, the method comprising receiving, from at least one
terminal in the target cell, information associated with inter-
ference from a neighbor terminal in the neighbor cell to the at
least one terminal in the target cell, and location information
of the at least one terminal, predicting interference from the
target base station to the neighbor terminal based on the
received information associated with the interference from
the neighbor terminal to the at least one terminal and based on
the location information of the at least one terminal, and
performing interference control based on the predicted inter-
ference from the target base station to the neighbor terminal

The information associated with the interference from the
neighbor terminal to the at least one terminal may include at
least one of a received signal strength (RSS) and an interfer-
ence-to-noise-ratio (INR).

The method may further comprise determining a coopera-
tive level between a neighbor base station in the neighbor cell
and the target base station based on at least one of information
associated with an available bandwidth, a data transmission
rate, a delay, and a jitter between the neighbor base station and
the target base station.

The performing of the interference control may comprise
selecting, based on an overhead, a method to be used for the
interference control from among methods including at least
one of a user scheduling scheme, a cooperation scheme
between base stations, and a multiple-input multiple-output
(MIMO) scheme.
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2

The method may further comprise removing interference
through an interference control algorithm based on the
selected method.

In another aspect, there is provided a communication
method for a target base station in a target cell in a multi-cell
communication system including the target cell and a neigh-
bor cell, the method comprising measuring interference from
a neighbor terminal in the neighbor cell to the target base
station, requesting pilot transmission to enable the neighbor
terminal to transmit a pilot signal to the target base station,
based on the measured interference from the neighbor termi-
nal to the target base station, receiving the pilot signal from
the target terminal, and estimating an interference channel
from the neighbor terminal to the target base station based on
the pilot signal.

The requesting may comprise transmitting, to the neighbor
base station, a message requesting a neighbor base station to
command the neighbor terminal to transmit the pilot signal to
the target base station.

The method may further comprise receiving, from the
neighbor base station, information associated with a pattern
of'the pilot signal or information associated with a resource to
be used for transmitting the pilot signal.

The requesting may comprise transmitting, to the neighbor
terminal, a message requesting the pilot transmission.

The transmitting may comprise transmitting the message
requesting the pilot transmission using a predetermined
downlink common control channel.

The receiving may comprise receiving the pilot signal
transmitted by the neighbor terminal using a predetermined
uplink common pilot channel.

In another aspect, there is provided a communication
method for a target terminal in a target cell in a multi-cell
communication system including the target cell and a neigh-
bor cell, the method comprising measuring interference from
aneighbor terminal in the neighbor cell to the target terminal,
and transmitting, to the target base station, information asso-
ciated with the measured interference and location informa-
tion of the target terminal, using an uplink resource of the
target terminal

The measuring may comprise measuring the interference
when the target terminal does not perform uplink transmis-
sion in an uplink channel of the target terminal.

The measuring may comprise measuring at least one of an
RSS and an INR.

The measuring may comprise receiving a pilot signal from
the neighbor terminal in the neighbor cell and estimating
channel state information (CSI) from the neighbor terminal to
the target terminal.

The method may further comprise determining a coopera-
tive level between the target terminal and the neighbor termi-
nal

In another aspect, there is provided a communication
method for a terminal in a target cell in a multi-cell commu-
nication system including the target cell and a neighbor cell,
the method comprising receiving a call for pilot transmission
to a neighbor base station, and transmitting a pilot signal to
the neighbor base station.

The receiving may comprise receiving, from a target base
station, a message commanding pilot transmission to the
neighbor base station.

The receiving may comprise receiving, from the neighbor
base station, a message requesting the pilot transmission.

The receiving may comprise receiving, from the neighbor
base station, the message requesting pilot transmission using
a predetermined downlink common control channel.
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The transmitting may comprise transmitting the pilot sig-
nal to the neighbor base station, using a predetermined uplink
common pilot channel.

Other features and aspects may be apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of cognitive
inter-cell interference control.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a process of
interference channel modeling.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
recognizing an interference condition based on a terminal.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
requesting pilot transmission from a neighbor base station in
a neighbor cell.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
requesting pilot transmission from a neighbor terminal in a
neighbor cell.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of
determining a cooperative level between base stations.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a method of
determining a cooperative level between terminals.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of a process of
interference channel modeling based on each method.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a terminal.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of a base
station.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals should be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is provided to assist the
reader in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the meth-
ods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein. Accord-
ingly, various changes, modifications, and equivalents of the
methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein will
be suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. Also, descrip-
tions of well-known functions and constructions may be
omitted for increased clarity and conciseness.

Examples described herein recognize and control inter-cell
interference occurring in various forms in a multi-cell com-
munication system, enabling a reception end to receive data
without or with a reduced amount of interference and increas-
ing a capacity of a multi-cell communication system.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of cognitive inter-cell inter-
ference control. Referring to FIG. 1, a cognitive inter-cell
interference controlling method may include: 1) recognizing
an interference condition, such as a topology, a channel, a
cooperative level, and the like, 2) interference channel mod-
eling to select a method for transforming a current interfer-
ence channel model into a simplified interference channel
model, and 3) applying an optimal interference control algo-
rithm based on the selected method.

The interference condition may be recognized based on a
current communication environment, for example, basedon a
received signal strength (RSS), an interference-to-noise-ratio
(INR), channel state information (CSI), a cooperative level
between base stations and/or between terminals, information
associated with an existence of a neighbor terminal, and the
like.
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The interference channel modeling may select a method to
transform an interference channel model for the current com-
munication environment into an interference channel model
causing relatively weak interference, based on information
determined in the operation of recognizing the interference
condition. For example, the interference channel modeling
may determine a method, or a number of methods, for trans-
forming a fully connected interference channel into a par-
tially connected interference channel. Examples of the
method may include a scheduling scheme, cooperation
between nodes, a multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO)
scheme, and the like.

Applying the interference control algorithm may cancel or
reduce interference, for example, by generating a transmis-
sion beamforming vector or a reception beamforming vector
using an interference control algorithm that is based on the
method selected from the operation of interference channel
modeling. Examples of the interference control algorithm
may include a dynamic spectrum management (DSM)
scheme, a coordinated scheduling scheme, a coordinated
beamforming (CB) scheme, a joint processing (JP) scheme,
and the like.

The recognizing of the interference may be performed by a
base station and a terminal, and the interference channel
modeling may be performed by the base station. Applying the
interference control algorithm may be performed by the base
station or the terminal.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a process of interference
channel modeling.

Referring to FIG. 2, a scheduling scheme, a cooperation
scheme, and a MIMO scheme may be used to transform a
recognized interference channel model for a current commu-
nication environment into a simplified interference channel
model. An example of the modeling with respect to the inter-
ference channel model may be performed as described herein.

In this example, region 210 represents an interference
channel model recognized by an operation of recognizing an
interference condition. The region 210 includes a macro base
station included in a macrocell, a first pico base station
included in a first picocell, and a second pico base station
included in a second picocell. In this example, the region 210
also includes a first macro terminal being served by the macro
base station, a first pico terminal being served by the first pico
base station, and a second pico terminal being served by the
second pico base station. In region 210, interference between
the macrocell and the first picocell, interference between the
macrocell and the second picocell, and interference between
the first picocell and the second picocell may occur.

Region 220 represents an example in which the scheduling
scheme is applied to the interference channel model of region
210. For example, when the macro base station may select a
second macro terminal that is farther away from the first
picocell and the second picocell, and interference to the sec-
ond macro terminal caused by the first picocell and the second
picocell may be cancelled or reduced.

Region 230 represents an example in which the coopera-
tion scheme between base stations is applied to the interfer-
ence channel model of region 220. For example, transmission
data information may be shared among base stations, and
thus, the macro base station may be aware of transmission
data information of the first pico base station and the second
pico base station. In this example, interference to the first pico
terminal and the second pico terminal from the macro base
station may be cancelled or reduced.

Region 240 represents an example in which the MIMO
scheme is applied to the interference channel model of region
230. When the first pico base station and the second pico base
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station use the MIMO scheme, interference to the second pico
terminal from the first pico base station and interference to the
first pico terminal from the second pico base station may be
cancelled or reduced.

Accordingly, three pairs of nodes may transmit and receive
data without interference or with a reduced amount of inter-
ference through three peer-to-peer channels as shown in
region 240.

Schemes for recognizing interference or an interference
condition may include a terminal-based interference condi-
tion cognition scheme in which a terminal measures interfer-
ence from a neighbor cell and a base station-based interfer-
ence condition cognition scheme where a base station
measures interference from the neighbor cell.

<Terminal-based interference condition
scheme>

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a method of recognizing an
interference condition based on a terminal

According to the terminal-based interference condition
cognition scheme, at least one terminal may measure inter-
ference based on whether a neighbor terminal included in a
neighbor cell exists. For example, this scheme may be used
when a base station has difficulty in recognizing an interfer-
ence signal of the neighbor terminal included in the neighbor
cell.

Referring to FIG. 3, a target base station 350, a target
terminal (1) 330, and a target terminal (2) 340 are included in
a target cell, and a neighbor base station 310 and a neighbor
terminal 320 are included in a neighbor cell. For example, the
target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340 may
exist in an edge of the target cell.

In 321, the neighbor terminal 320 transmits an uplink sig-
nal to the neighbor base station 310. For example, the uplink
signal transmitted by the neighbor terminal 320 may be trans-
mitted to the target terminal (1) 330 and/or to the target
terminal (2) 340, in addition to the neighbor base station 310.
The interference to the target terminal (1) 330 and the target
terminal (2) 340 is represented by 322 and 323, respectively.
As a result, the uplink signal transmitted by the neighbor
terminal 320 may cause interference to the target terminal (1)
330 and to the target terminal (2) 340.

The target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340
may measure interference from the neighbor terminal 320.
For example, the target terminal (1) 330 and the target termi-
nal (2) 340 may periodically or aperiodically detect whether
the neighbor terminal 320 exists, using an uplink channel,
when the target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2)
340 do not perform the uplink transmission. When interfer-
ence is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold, the
target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340 may
measure at least one ofan RSS and an INR, with respect to the
interference. When a pilot signal is transmitted from the
neighbor terminal 320, the target terminal (1) 330 and the
target terminal (2) 340 may also estimate CSI from the neigh-
borterminal 320 to the target terminal (1) 330 and to the target
terminal (2) 340. In this example, the target terminal (1) 330
and the target terminal (2) 340 may measure the interference
from the neighbor terminal 320 in 331 and 341, respectively.
For example, the target terminal (1) 330 and the target termi-
nal (2) 340 may simultancously measure the interference.

The target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340
may transmit information associated with the measured inter-
ference and corresponding location information to the target
base station 350 in 332 and 342, respectively. In this example,
the target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340 may
transmit the information using a corresponding uplink
resource.
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The target base station 350 may recognize the existence of
the neighbor terminal 320 based on the corresponding loca-
tion information and the information associated with the
interference received from the target terminal (1) 330 and the
target terminal (2) 340. The target base station 350 may
predict interference to the neighbor terminal 320 from the
target base station 350, in 351. For example, the predicted
interference may be long-term channel information between
the neighbor terminal 320 and the target base station 350.

A cooperative level between the target base station 350 and
the neighbor base station 310 may be determined, in 352. The
target terminal (1) 330 and the target terminal (2) 340 may
determine a cooperative level with the neighbor terminal 320
in 333 and 343, respectively.

After the terminal-based interference condition cognition
is performed, the base station may perform interference con-
trol. For example, the target base station 350 may perform
interference channel modeling, in 353. During the interfer-
ence channel modeling, a method for interference control
may be selected based on the recognized interference condi-
tion. Accordingly, interference may be cancelled or reduced
through an interference control algorithm based on the
selected method, in 354.

<Base station-based interference condition cognition
scheme>

In the example of the base station-based interference cog-
nition scheme, a base station may directly recognize whether
a neighbor terminal included in a neighbor cell exists, and
estimate channel information between the neighbor terminal
and the base station. For example, the estimation of the chan-
nel information may be performed in a short-term. The base
station-based interference condition cognition scheme may
be classified into two schemes based on a target from which a
pilot transmission is requested. For example, the two schemes
may include a scheme requesting the pilot transmission from
a neighbor base station in the neighbor cell and a scheme
requesting the pilot transmission from the neighbor terminal
in the neighbor cell.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a method of requesting a
pilot transmission from a neighbor base station in a neighbor
cell.

Referring to FIG. 4, a target base station 430 is included in
a target cell, and a neighbor base station 410 and a neighbor
terminal 420 are included in a neighbor cell.

In 421, the neighbor terminal 420 transmits an uplink sig-
nal to the neighbor base station 410. For example, in 422 the
uplink signal transmitted by the neighbor terminal 420 may
be transmitted to the target base station 430 in addition to the
neighbor base station 410. The uplink signal transmitted by
the neighbor terminal 420 may cause interference to the target
base station 430.

In 431, the target base station 430 measures interference
from the neighbor terminal 420 and compares the measured
interference with a predetermined threshold.

When the measured interference is greater than or equal to
the predetermined threshold, in 432 the target base station
430 transmits, to the neighbor base station 410, a message
requesting the neighbor base station 410 to command the
neighbor terminal 420 to transmit a pilot signal to the target
base station 430.

In this example, in 411 the neighbor base station 410 feeds
back, to the target base station 430, a pattern of the pilot signal
to be transmitted to the target base station 430 and informa-
tion associated with resource, for example, a predetermined
time and a predetermined frequency, to be used for the pilot
transmission.



US 9,072,103 B2

7

In 412, the neighbor base station 410 commands the neigh-
bor terminal 420 to transmit the pilot signal.

The neighbor terminal 420 transmits, to the target base
station 430, the pilot signal based on the pattern of the pilot
signal and the resource to be used for the pilot transmission,
in 423.

When the target base station 430 receives the pilot signal,
in 433 the target base station 430 estimates a channel between
the neighbor terminal 420 and the target base station 430. The
target base station 430 may determine a cooperative level
with the neighbor base station 410. Although not illustrated, a
target terminal included in the target cell may also perform a
process of determining a cooperative level with the neighbor
terminal 420.

After the base station-based interference condition cogni-
tion scheme is performed, the base station may perform inter-
ference control. As described above, the target base station
430 performs interference channel modeling in 435, and can-
cels or reduces interference through an interference control
algorithm based on a result of the modeling in 436.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a method of requesting a
pilottransmission from a neighbor terminal in a neighbor cell.

Referring to FIG. 5, a target base station 530 is included in
a target cell, and a neighbor base station 510 and a neighbor
terminal 520 are included in a neighbor cell.

The neighbor terminal 520 transmits an uplink signal to the
neighbor base station 510, in 521. In this example, an uplink
signal transmitted by the neighbor terminal 520 is transmitted
to the target base station 530 in addition to the neighbor base
station 510, in 522. The uplink signal transmitted by the
neighbor terminal 520 may cause interference to the target
base station 530.

The target base station 530 measures interference from the
neighbor terminal 520 and compares the measured interfer-
ence with a predetermined threshold, in 531.

When the measured interference is greater than or equal to
the predetermined threshold, in 532 the target base station
530 requests a pilot transmission from the neighbor terminal
520. In this example, the target base station 530 may transmit
a message requesting the pilot transmission based on a pre-
determined downlink common control channel used.

For example, a graph 538 may represent a downlink com-
mon control channel used by the target base station 530. A
region 539 of the downlink common control channel may be
predefined as a region for requesting the pilot transmission.
Both the target base station 530 and the neighbor terminal 520
may be aware that the predetermined region 539 is the region
for a message requesting the pilot transmission. Accordingly,
the target base station 530 may transmit, to the neighbor
terminal 520, the message requesting the pilot transmission,
based on a resource of the predetermined region 539.

The neighbor terminal 520 may decode the predetermined
region 539 to determine whether the pilot transmission is
requested by the target base station 530.

When the neighbor terminal 520 determines that the pilot
transmission is requested, the neighbor terminal 520 trans-
mits a pilot signal to the target base station 530, in 523. In this
example, the neighbor terminal 520 may transmit the pilot
signal to the target base station 530 based on a predetermined
uplink common pilot channel.

For example, a graph 528 may represent a channel used by
the neighbor terminal 520 for the uplink transmission. A
region 529 of the channel used for the uplink transmission
may be predetermined as a region for an uplink common pilot
channel for the pilot transmission. Both the target base station
530 and the neighbor terminal 520 may be aware that the
predetermined region 529 is the uplink common pilot chan-
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nel. Accordingly, the neighbor terminal 520 may transmit the
pilot signal to the target base station 530 based on a resource
of the predetermined region 529.

When the target base station 530 receives the pilot signal,
the target base station 530 may decode the uplink common
pilot channel to estimate a channel between the neighbor
terminal 520 and the target base station 530, in 533. The target
base station 530 may determine a cooperative level with the
neighbor base station 510, in 534. Although not illustrated in
this example, a target terminal included in the target cell may
perform a process of determining a cooperative level with the
neighbor terminal 520.

After the base station-based interference condition cogni-
tion scheme is performed, the base station may perform inter-
ference control. In 535 the target base station 530 performs
interference channel modeling, and in 536 the target base
station 530 cancels or reduces interference through an inter-
ference control algorithm based on a result of the modeling.

The cooperative level may indicate whether data, or a chan-
nel, is to be shared between base stations based on a connec-
tion state between the base stations, and may indicate whether
base stations are shared with each other or whether only one
of the base stations is shared, and the like.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example of a method of determining a
cooperative level between base stations.

Referring to FIG. 6, a neighbor base station 610 is included
in a neighbor cell and a target base station 620 is included in
a target cell. For example, the target base station 620 and the
neighbor base station 610 may be connected via an X2 inter-
face, an optical line, the Internet, and the like.

In 621 the target base station 620 transmits a message
requesting cooperation to the neighbor base station 610.
When an allow message with respect to the request for coop-
eration is received from the neighbor base station 610, in 611,
the target base station 620 transmits a Ping message to the
neighbor base station 610, in 622. The neighbor base station
610 transmits, to the target base station 620, a response mes-
sage in response to the Ping message received from the target
base station 620, in 612.

The neighbor base station 610 transmits a new Ping mes-
sage to the target base station 620, in 613. The target base
station 620 transmits, to the neighbor base station 610, a
response message in response to the Ping message received
from the neighbor base station 610, in 623.

The target base station 620 may measure information asso-
ciated with a connection state between the target base station
620 and the neighbor base station 610 during a Ping message
exchanging process. For example, the information associated
with the connection state may be an available bandwidth, a
data transmission rate, delay, a jitter, and the like, between the
target base station 620 and the neighbor base station 610. The
target base station 620 may determine the cooperative level
based on the measured information associated with the con-
nection state, in 624.

In 625 the target base station 620 may report the deter-
mined cooperative level to the neighbor base station 610.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a method of determining a
cooperative level between terminals.

Referring to FIG. 7, a neighbor base station 710 and a
neighbor terminal 730 are included in a neighbor cell, and a
target base station 720 and a target terminal 740 are included
in a target cell. For example, the target base station 720 and
the neighbor base station 710 may be connected via a wired
connection, such as an X2 interface, an optical line, the Inter-
net, and the like. For example, the target terminal 740 and the
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neighbor terminal 730 may be connected via a wireless con-
nection, such as a Bluetooth scheme, a Zigbee scheme, a
Wi-Fi scheme, and the like.

In 741 the target terminal 740 determines a radio access
technology (RAT) to be used for requesting the cooperation
from among RAT's of the target terminal 740.

The target terminal 740 broadcasts a cooperation request
message based on the determined RAT, in 742, and receives a
cooperation allow message from the neighbor terminal 730
that is available, in 731. For example, the process of deter-
mining the cooperative RAT and the process of requesting
and allowing the cooperation may be performed via the wired
connected between the target base station 720 and the neigh-
bor base station 710.

The target terminal 740 transmits a pilot signal to the
neighbor terminal 730, in 743. The neighbor terminal 730
receives the pilot signal, estimates channel information, and
feeds back the estimated channel information to the target
terminal 740, in 732.

In the same manner, the neighbor terminal 730 also trans-
mits apilot signal to the target terminal 740, in 733. The target
terminal 740 receives the pilot signal, estimates channel
information, and feeds back the estimated channel informa-
tion to the neighbor terminal 730, in 744.

The target terminal 740 determines a cooperative level
based on the channel information obtained during the pilot
signal exchanging process, in 745, and reports the determined
cooperative level to the neighbor terminal 730, in 746.

As described above, the interference channel modeling
may determine a method to be used for transforming a rec-
ognized interference channel model into a simple interfer-
ence channel model.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a process of interference
channel modeling based on each method.

Referring to FIG. 8, there are three schemes of simplifying
an interference channel, a scheduling scheme, a cooperation
scheme, and a MIMO scheme. The interference channel mod-
eling may select a method including at least one of the
schemes to be used for simplifying a current interference
channel from among the schemes.

Region 810 represents a recognized interference channel
model. In this example, a neighbor base station 813 and a
neighbor terminal 814 are included in a neighbor cell, and a
target base station 811 and a target terminal 812 are included
in a target cell. Region 810 is in a condition in which inter-
ference between the target base station 811 and the neighbor
terminal 814, and interference between the neighbor base
station 813 and the target terminal 812 occur.

Region 820 represents an example in which the scheduling
scheme is applied to the interference condition in region 810.
The scheduling scheme may select a terminal in a region
affected by relatively weak interference, and may adjust a
transmission power to reduce interference. In this example, a
neighbor base station 823 may select a neighbor terminal 824
that is farther away from the target cell, and thus, may reduce
interference between a target base station 821 and a neighbor
terminal 824. However, interference from the neighbor base
station 823 to a target terminal 822 may remain.

Region 830 represents an example in which the coopera-
tion scheme is applied to the interference condition of the
region 810. The cooperation scheme may exchange data or
channel information between base stations or between termi-
nals to cancel or reduce interference. A neighbor base station
833 may report, to a target base station 831, data to be trans-
mitted to a neighbor terminal 834. The target base station 831
may transmit, based on the report, data to a target terminal
832, and thus, may cancel or reduce interference to the target
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terminal 832 from the neighbor base station 833. When the
cooperation scheme is applied, the scheduling scheme may
also be applied.

Region 840 represents an example in which the MIMO
scheme is applied to the interference condition in region 810.
For example, the MIMO scheme may align interference to be
in one direction in a spatial domain. The MIMO scheme may
cancel or reduce interference to a neighbor terminal 844 from
a target base station 841 and interference to a target terminal
842 from a neighbor base station 843. When the MIMO
scheme is applied, the scheduling scheme and/or the coop-
eration scheme may also be applied.

For example, a MIMO scheme to reduce or cancel inter-
ference may be applied and a scheduling scheme and/or a
cooperation scheme may also be applied to reduce or cancel
interference. As another example, a scheduling scheme may
be applied to reduce or cancel interference and a MIMO
scheme and/or a cooperation scheme may also be applied to
reduce or cancel interference. As another example, a coop-
eration scheme may be applied to reduce or cancel interfer-
ence and a MIMO scheme and/or a scheduling scheme may
also be applied to reduce or cancel interference. It should be
appreciated that the schemes may be applied simultaneously
or at different times.

The target base station may select a method including at
least one of the schemes to perform interference channel
modeling. For example, the target base station may select the
method based on an overhead. The overhead may be a
resource expended for transmitting additional information
used for transmitting data, and may include a downlink over-
head, an uplink overhead, and/or information exchange over-
head between base stations. For example, the downlink over-
head may be associated with a pilot or control information,
the uplink overhead may be associated with uplink feedback
information, and the information exchange overhead between
base stations may be associated with information exchanged
between base stations. Accordingly, a total overhead may be
determined based on the three overheads as below.

Total overhead=(a *downlink overhead)+(b*uplink
overhead)+(c* information exchange overhead
between base stations).

In this example, a+b+c=1. An overhead for each of the
scheduling scheme, the cooperation scheme, the MIMO
scheme, and any combination thereof may be calculated, and
a case may be selected, for example, a case causing the
smallest amount of overhead or a case having the highest
transmission rate per overhead may be selected. The selected
method may be effective to design a communication system
to have performance greater than or equal to a predetermined
level, rather than to design a system to completely cancel
interference.

After the interference channel modeling is performed, the
base station may perform an operation of applying an inter-
ference control algorithm. The operation of applying the
interference control algorithm may cancel or reduce interfer-
ence through an interference control algorithm corresponding
to the scheme selected during the interference channel mod-
eling. For example, when only the scheduling scheme is
determined to be used, non-cooperation-based fractional fre-
quency reuse (FFR) may be an available interference control
algorithm.

As another example, when the cooperation scheme is
determined to be used, examples of available interference
algorithm may include a JP scheme and a CB scheme. In this
example, the scheduling scheme may be accompanied by the
cooperation scheme. Also, the algorithms may be classified
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based on a type of information shared between base stations.
A receiving end cooperation-based algorithm may also be
available.

As another example, when the MIMO scheme is deter-
mined to be used, a representative example of an available
interference control algorithm may be a zero-forcing beam-
forming (ZFBF) scheme. In this example, the scheduling
scheme or the cooperation scheme may be accompanied by
the MIMO scheme. The interference control algorithms used
in the operation of applying the interference control algo-
rithm may not be limited to the described examples, and it
should be appreciated that various algorithms may be used.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example of a terminal.

Referring to FIG. 9, the target terminal is capable of per-
forming cognitive inter-cell interference control and includes
a receiving module 910, a processor 920, and a transmitting
module 930.

The receiving module 910 may receive a pilot transmission
request message or an interference signal from a neighbor
terminal located in a neighbor cell.

The processor 920 may decode the received signal to deter-
mine whether a pilot transmission is requested, and may
measure information associated with interference from the
neighbor terminal. The processor 920 may generate location
information of the target terminal.

The transmitting module 930 may transmit, to the target
base station, the location information of the target terminal
and the measured information associated with interference
from the neighbor terminal in a neighbor cell. Also, the trans-
mitting module 930 may transmit a pilot signal to the target
base station.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of a base station.

Referring to FIG. 10, the target base station is capable of
performing cognitive inter-cell interference control and
includes a receiving module 1010, a transmitting module
1020, and a processor 1030.

The receiving module 1010 may receive a pilot signal from
a neighbor terminal in a neighbor cell or may receive, from a
target terminal, information associated with interference
between the target terminal and the neighbor terminal in the
neighbor cell. For example, the receiving module 1010 may
directly receive an interference signal from the neighbor ter-
minal in the neighbor cell. As another example, the receiving
module 1010 may receive, from the neighbor base station in
the neighbor cell, a message requesting to command a target
terminal to transmit a pilot signal. Also, the receiving module
1010 may receive a pilot signal from the neighbor terminal.

The processor 1030 may predict interference to the neigh-
bor terminal in the neighbor cell from the target base station,
based on information associated with interference received
from at least one target terminal and/or location information
associated with at least one terminal. The processor 1030 may
measure interference from the neighbor terminal. The pro-
cessor 1030 may decode a pilot signal of the neighbor termi-
nal to estimate an interference channel. The processor 1030
may determine whether pilot transmission is requested by the
neighbor base station, and may generate a message com-
mending the target terminal to transmit the pilot signal. The
processor 1030 may perform interference channel modeling
and may apply an interference control algorithm.

The transmission module 1020 may transmit a pilot trans-
mission request message to the neighbor base station or to the
neighbor terminal.

A target terminal and a target base station performing cog-
nitive inter-cell interference control have been described. The
examples described with reference to FIGS. 1 through 8 are
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also applicable to the target terminal and the target base
station shown in FIGS. 9 and 10.

According to various examples, existence of a neighbor
terminal included in a neighbor cell and interference from the
neighbor terminal may be predicted based on location infor-
mation of target terminals and information associated with
interference from the neighbor terminal in the neighbor cell.
The information may be measured by the target terminals
included in a target cell.

According to various examples, a target base station may
request pilot transmission from a neighbor base station in a
neighbor cell, and the neighbor base station may command a
neighbor terminal in the neighbor cell to transmit a pilot
signal. Accordingly, the target base station may receive the
pilot signal from the neighbor terminal to recognize an inter-
ference channel.

According to various examples, a target base station may
directly request, from a neighbor terminal in a neighbor cell,
pilot transmission, and may receive a pilot signal to recognize
an interference channel.

According to various examples, an interference channel
may be recognized based on various methods, and an optimal
interference control algorithm may be applied to an interfer-
ence channel environment by modeling the interference chan-
nel, and thus, interference may be controlled and may be
cancelled or reduced. As aresult, a data transmission rate may
increase, and a total cell capacity may increase.

The processes, functions, methods, and/or software
described above may be recorded, stored, or fixed in one or
more computer-readable storage media that includes program
instructions to be implemented by a computer to cause a
processor to execute or perform the program instructions. The
media may also include, alone or in combination with the
program instructions, data files, data structures, and the like.
The media and program instructions may be those specially
designed and constructed, or they may be of the kind well-
known and available to those having skill in the computer
software arts. Examples of computer-readable storage media
include magnetic media, such as hard disks, floppy disks, and
magnetic tape; optical media such as CD ROM disks and
DVDs; magneto-optical media, such as optical disks; and
hardware devices that are specially configured to store and
perform program instructions, such as read-only memory
(ROM), random access memory (RAM), flash memory, and
the like. Examples of program instructions include machine
code, such as produced by a compiler, and files containing
higher level code that may be executed by the computer using
an interpreter. The described hardware devices may be con-
figured to act as one or more software modules in order to
perform the operations and methods described above, or vice
versa. In addition, a computer-readable storage medium may
be distributed among computer systems connected through a
network and computer-readable codes or program instruc-
tions may be stored and executed in a decentralized manner.

As a non-exhaustive illustration only, the terminal device
described herein may refer to mobile devices such as a cellu-
lar phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a digital camera,
a portable game console, an MP3 player, a portable/personal
multimedia player (PMP), a handheld e-book, a portable lab-
top personal computer (PC), a global positioning system
(GPS) navigation, and devices such as a desktop PC, a high
definition television (HDTV), an optical disc player, a setup
box, and the like, capable of wireless communication or net-
work communication consistent with that disclosed herein.

A computing system or a computer may include a micro-
processor that is electrically connected with a bus, a user
interface, and a memory controller. It may further include a



US 9,072,103 B2

13

flash memory device. The flash memory device may store
N-bit data via the memory controller. The N-bit data is pro-
cessed or will be processed by the microprocessor and N may
be 1 or an integer greater than 1. Where the computing system
or computer is a mobile apparatus, a battery may be addition-
ally provided to supply operation voltage of the computing
system or computer.

It should be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that
the computing system or computer may further include an
application chipset, a camera image processor (CIS), a
mobile Dynamic Random Access Memory (DRAM), and the
like. The memory controller and the flash memory device
may constitute a solid state drive/disk (SSD) that uses a
non-volatile memory to store data.

A number of examples embodiments have been described
above. Nevertheless, it should be understood that various
modifications may be made. For example, suitable results
may be achieved if the described techniques are performed in
a different order and/or if components in a described system,
architecture, device, or circuit are combined in a different
manner and/or replaced or supplemented by other compo-
nents or their equivalents. Accordingly, other implementa-
tions are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A communication method for a target base station in a
target cell in a multi-cell communication system including
the target cell and a neighbor cell, the method comprising:
receiving, from at least one terminal in the target cell,
information associated with interference from a neigh-
bor terminal in the neighbor cell to the at least one
terminal in the target cell, and location information of
the at least one terminal;
predicting interference from the target base station to the
neighbor terminal based on the received information
associated with the interference from the neighbor ter-
minal to the at least one terminal and based on the
location information of the at least one terminal; and

performing interference control based on the predicted
interference from the target base station to the neighbor
terminal.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the information associ-
ated with the interference from the neighbor terminal to the at
least one terminal includes at least one of a received signal
strength (RSS) and an interference-to-noise-ratio (INR).
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3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a cooperative level between a neighbor base

station in the neighbor cell and the target base station
based on at least one of information associated with an
available bandwidth, a data transmission rate, a delay,
and a jitter between the neighbor base station and the
target base station.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the performing of the
interference control comprises:

selecting, based on an overhead, a method to be used for the

interference control from among methods including at
least one of a user scheduling scheme, a cooperation
scheme between base stations, and a multiple-input mul-
tiple-output (MIMO) scheme.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

removing interference through an interference control

algorithm based on the selected method.

6. A communication method for atarget terminal in a target
cell in a multi-cell communication system including the tar-
get cell and a neighbor cell, the method comprising:

measuring interference from a neighbor terminal in the

neighbor cell to the target terminal; and

transmitting, to the target base station, information associ-

ated with the measured interference and location infor-
mation of the target terminal, using an uplink resource of
the target terminal;

wherein interference from the target base station to the

neighbor terminal is predicted by the target base station,
based on information associated with the measured
interference and the location information of the at least
one terminal.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the measuring com-
prises:

measuring the interference when the target terminal does

not perform uplink transmission in an uplink channel of
the target terminal.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the measuring com-
prises:

measuring at least one of an RSS and an INR.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the measuring com-
prises:

receiving a pilot signal from the neighbor terminal in the

neighbor cell and estimating channel state information
(CSI) from the neighbor terminal to the target terminal.
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